
Newsletter 2020 
Dear Friends,!
 
January seems to come round ever faster!  Christmas is over, and the temperature in Siret is -5C today, so it's time 
to translate our annual newsletter from the original Romanian in English, and let all our supporters know what 
we've been up to in the past year.  
As always, the  newsletter is actually the annual newsletter of  our Romanian charity in Siret  "A New Life 
Foundation"  (Fundaţiă O Nouă Viaţă), usually just abbreviated to "ONV" .  We just translate and print it here. All 
funds raised by the Romanian Challenge Appeal go to ONV. 
As far as the Romanian Challenge in the UK is concerned,  our work this past year has had two main activities : 
firstly, with our good medical contacts over here advising ONV on best care practices for some of  our beneficiaries 
– unfortunately infections such as hepatitis acquired in the old orphanage are now really starting to take a toll on  
people in our care -  and secondly, helping with an investment program  to ensure the long term viability of  ONV. 
 
We would like to wish all our supporters a happy, peaceful and successful 2020.  
 
The Romanian Challenge Appeal Trustees 

Sally, Anna, Brian & Nigel!
!
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The	mission	of	our	foundation	is	the	
transformation	of	the	lives	of	people	with	
disabilities	and	those	living	in	at	risk	situations,	
supporting	their	ability	and	capacity		to	develop	,		
assisting	them	to	become	productive	members	
of	the	local	community.			

Our	goal	is	to	promote	–	as	a	strategy	to	robustly	
develop	within	society		-		the	models	of	
education	and	best	practice		we	have	gained	
through	our	long	term	and	hard	won	experience	
as	a	humanitarian	foundation	operating	in	this	
area.			We	wish	to	change	the	destiny	of	people	
in	our	care,	promoting	the	concept	of	
independent	living	within	the	wider	community.		

Our Foundation – FONV 
 

FUNDAȚIA	UMANITARĂ	O	NOUĂ	VIAȚĂ	
Romanian Social Care accreditation AF 001195 



2019	in	numbers: 
•  39	people	cared	for	in	our	houses	in	Siret	
•  2	of	our	people	moved	to	the	psychiatric	hospital	in	Siret	
•  17	children	with	severe	disabilities	in	Emanuel	house	Suceava	
•  3	respite	care	places	in	Emanuel	house	Suceava 		
•  12	people	living	in	our	semi-independent	apartments	
•  55	people	regularly	attending	our	day	centre	
•  1	person	moved	to	a	totally	independent	life	in	the	community	
•  15	people	attending	our	drop-in	program	
•  30	adults	and	children	in	our	community	support	program	
•  Renovation	of		Emanuel	,	Killybegs,		and	Neptune	houses	
•  We	are	sorry	to	note	the	untimely	death	in	September	of		Ion	Ene,	one	of	
our	beneficiaries	at	the	psychiatric	hospital,	and	Viorel	Cornea	from	
Neptune	house,	who	passed	away	in	May.	

	
	



Sheltered	Housing	(Licensed	accommodation	LF/005168)	
•  12	people	currently	in	program,		including	two	married	couples	
•  4	people	with	employment	at	the	Schweighofer	timber	factory	
•  3	people	employed	at	our	old	farm,		Marsin	SRL	
•  1	person	employed	at	the	new	Frontier	Europe	Hotel,	on	the	boder	
•  Vasile	Dohotaru	is	receiving	treatement	with	interferon	for	liver	problems	
caused	by	infection	picked	up	in	the	old	orphanage.		

•  4	people	are	drawing	disability	pensions	
•  Gigel	Dabija	has	moved	into	the	state	care	system.	



Vocational	Day	Centre	
(Operating	license	LF/0008322)	
	
We	have	been	running	a	day	centre	since	2008	but	in	March	2017	we	were	
proud	to	move	this	to	a	new,	purpose	built	facility	–	paid	for	Romanian	
Challenge	supporters	:	Thank	You!	
-				We	have	a	current	5	year	operating	licence	
-  55	People	are	currently	benefiting	on	a	daily	basis	:	

•  Development	of	their	education	
•  Relationship	and	social	behaviour	counselling	
•  Occupational	therapy	
•  Use	of	computers	to	stimulate	education	



CONCERT in  SUCEAVA  
with SIMONA MIHAI, international 

soprano  27 July 2019 

Saturday	the	27th	July.	At	the	Roman	Catholic	church	of	Saint	Ioan	Nepomuk	in	Suceava,	we	were	privileged	to	
present	an	extraordinary	concert	with	the	internationally	renowned	artists	Simona	Mihai	(soprano,	who	has	
leading	roles	in	opera	at	Covent	Garden	and	many	other	European	opera	houses),	George	Zacharias	(violin)	
and	Spyros	Souladakis	(piano),	with	works	from	Giacomo	Puccini,	Wolfgang	Amadeus	Mozart	,	Giuseppe	Verdi	
and	Georges	Bizet.	

	It	was	an	unforgettable	evening,		an	evening	in	which	the	artists		performed	directly	for	the	
beneficiaries	of	the	Foundation	who	attended	the	concert,	as	well	as	members	of	the	public	and	supporters.		
Our	hearfelt	thanks	to	Simona,	George	and	Spyros	for	a	wonderful	event.				



CONCERT SUCEAVA  
SOPRANA SIMONA MIHAI 

27 July 2019 

"For a successful artist, every new concert implies a new 
probe of  oneself,  engaging with a new audience, a more 
profound understanding of  the profession of  a musician.  
The experience,  the occasion,  the implicit commitment to 
a concert in the cultural program of  the O Nouă Viaţă 
foundation,  was for us a lesson in life beyond comparison. 
We knew that it would be a concert for a special group, but 
we didn't know exactly what that meant.  We expected an 
"audience" , but we didn't anticipate Emanuel house - that 
represented for us the confrontation with reality.  It was 
then we understood how important it is not to take 
anything for granted:  walking, talking, communication.  
In the instant that Mircea - an adorable child - started to 
beat in time with us, clapping and moving himself  to the 
rhythm of  the melody, we realized that we didn't know 
anything about the realities of  his life. 
ONV understands that people with handicaps of  any kind 
have just as much right to joy in their lives as anyone else.  
The foundation's president, Nigel Squibb, a music lover and  
fine art aficionado, knew well why he asked us to visit 
Suceava. Without this confrontation, we three - Simona, 
George and Spyros -  wouldn't have had our lives enriched 
by meeting the children of  Emmanuel house.  ONV, thank 
you once again for this unique experience. " 
  

   Simona Mihai 



Community program 
This program has been running for more than14 
years addressing the problems of  families with 
children at risk. 
There are some 30 adults and children involved 
this year. 

Drop-In Program 
Since 2003 this program has addressed the needs of  
peoplewith disabilities who were once in the 
orphanage in Siret, but are now living in the 
community.  
15 adults are using the current program.  



Holidays,	excursions	and	free	time!	



3 December – International Day of the Disabled 

If	you	receive	this	newsletter	regularly,	you'll	know	that	every	December	the	foundation	organises	a	
march	with	local	community	groups	to	celebrate	the	International	Day	of	the	Disabled.		This	past	
year	was	no	exception.	Monday,	3	December	2019,		saw	us	marching	under	the	banner	“Egal	e	
Normal”,		(anyway	is	normal),	the	7th	time	we've	particpated.		
Together	with	us	were	thePetru	Mușat	school,	the	Lațcu	Vodă	high	school,	the	mayor's	office,	the	
Orthodox	and	Catholic	churches	in	Siret,	together	with	other		foundations	and	organisations	
together	with		people	from	the	local	community	



Volunteers 



LATCU	VODA	Technical	CollegeSIRET	
Collaboration	in	diverse	social	and	community	
programs	
		
PETRU	MUSAT	School	SIRET	
Participation	with	the	foundation	in	social,	community	
and	educational	activities	

Community Relations 
 
Suceava	 County	 Council	 –	 Department	 of	 social	
assistance	and	child	protection	
Partnership	agreement	for	Emmanual	House,	Suceava	
Partnership	agreement	for	houses	in	Siret	
		
Chronic	Pyschiatric	Hospital	SIRET	
Contract	covering	free	use	of	Neptune	house	in	Siret	
Program	to	develop	residents	of	Neptune	house	
Program	 to	 use	 day	 centre	 facilities	 for	 Neptune	 house	
residents	
	
Mayor's	Office	SIRET	
Partner	in	Fundation's	activities	
Collaborations	 to	 identify	 and	 support	 people	 requiring	
social	assistance	in	Siret		
Support	of	the	Drop-in	centre	activities	



A different Christmas! 



We would like to thank from the 
bottom of our hearts all our 

supporters, donors, volunteers, 
and everyone else who has helped 

us during the year. 

FUNDAȚIA UMANITARĂ O NOUĂ VIAȚĂ 
Strada UNIRII, Nr. 11, Siret, Suceava 
Tel: 0230 280 075, Fax: 0230 280 175 
E-mail: admin@fonv.org, www.fonv.org 



The back page: 

As you will have seen, it's been a busy year in Siret and Suceava.  As trustees of  the Romanian Challenge, 
we'd like to thank  Adina, O Nouă Viaţă  chief  executive, and Anca, her second in command, for all their 
hard work and dedication throughout  the past year.   Every day they perform an amazing juggling act,  
balancing the needs of  people in our care, our finances, the concerns of  local politicians, relations with  
local media  and the rather bureaucratic requirements of  the social care system in Romania. 
 
As the years pass by, the memory of  the old orphanage in Siret fades, but its horrible legacy is very much  
with us – the current and emerging serious health problems of  the people in our care. 
In page 4 we noted that sadly two of  our beneficiaries  - both in their early 40s - died during the year,  
effectively from disease picked up during their childhood in the orphanage.  
We can only sympathise with their friends  (they had no contact with their families) and the care workers  
who tirelessly looked after them.    
Unfortunately, this is a situation which is not going to go away. We are actively looking at the best ways to 
provide the care needed in such cases in the future.  
 
On a more positive note, as part of  our long term commitment to working with the local community, 
we are also looking at increasing the respite care provision at Emanuel house,  our home in Suceava  
which cares for very sick children.  
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Should you wish to make a one-off  donation, we use Virgin Money Giving : 
Simply go to our website -  www.romanian-challenge.org, and click on the online donation  

link on the home page  


