Newsletter 2021
Dear Friends,!
It goes without saying that 2020 has been a year like no other, so firstly, we would like to say a huge thankyou to all our
regular supporters for sticking with us throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. The Suceava area of Romania, where we
work, has been one of the worst hit parts of the country, but I am really pleased to be able to tell you that at the time of
writing, only one of the people in our care has been been infected, and that he made a full recovery. In fact, we had more
cases in our staff than in our beneficiaries.
As ever, the newsletter is actually the annual newsletter of our Romanian charity in Siret "A New Life
Foundation" (Fundaţiă O Nouă Viaţă), usually just abbreviated to "ONV" . We simply translate and print it here. All
funds raised by the Romanian Challenge Appeal go to ONV.
The plans for 2020 included developing fundraising within Romania, together with a new website, and social media
programs. This has slowly gone ahead, but very much as a background activity : we've been so busy just coping with
Covid-19. In fact, we've more or less lost a year's work, and unfortunately it has also had a negative effect on quite a few
of the people in our care, as in accordance with local regulations they have been locked down for extended periods,
causing some re-institutionalisation and associated behavioural problems. There is much to do in the next year or two.
We would like to wish all our supporters a happy, peaceful and above all, healthy 2021.
The Romanian Challenge Appeal Trustees

Sally, Anna, Brian & Nigel!
!
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In one way or another Covid-19 has had an immense
impact on the lives of people across the world. It is the
first global pandemic in modern times, and everyone of
us has been forced to fight it, both individually and
collectively.
The past months have seen daily life turned upside
down, and it has been particularly difficult for people
with disabilities to cope not only with the threat of the
disease but with the restrictions imposed by the
authorities

The Foundation's Mission

The mission of our foundation is the transformation of
the lives of people with disabilities and those living in at
risk situations, supporting their ability and capacity to
develop , assisting them to become productive members
of the local community.
In the context of the pandemic, people with disabilities
have been disproportionally affected not only by Covid-19
but by the climate of fear and mistrust around the disease.
People with disabilities often have pre-existing chronic
illnesses which make them more susceptible to viruses,
they present with more severe symptoms and have an
increased level of mortality compared to the general
population.
In view of these considerations, the foundation has
concentrated its activities to ensure our beneficiaries are
safe and feel protected.

2020 in numbers:
• 39 people cared for in our houses in Siret
• 17 children with severe disabilities in Emanuel house Suceava
•
•
•
•

3 respite care places in Emanuel house Suceava
12 people living in our semi-independent apartments
15 people attending our drop-in program
30 adults and children in our community support program

• Covid-19 enforced closure of the day centre - 55 people have not been
able to attend the centre since March.
• 1 beneficiary infected with Covid-19
• 1 apartment renovated for a single person

Sheltered Housing (Licensed accommodation LF/005168)
• 12 people currently in program, including two married couples
• 4 people with employment at the Schweighofer timber factory
• 3 people employed at our old farm, Marsin SRL
• 1 person employed at the new Frontier Europe Hotel, on the border with the Ukraine
• 4 people are drawing disability pensions
Starting in March, we implemented a number of measures to provide
protection and biological security within the sheltered housing
project.
•

All staff were given training about infection prevention and
management of Covid-19 positive people.

•

Regular meetings with beneficiaries were organised to discuss
the emergency regulations and recommendations to prevent
infection.

•

Daily checks were made on the stocks of food, medicines,
disinfectant solution and the state of health of both staff and
beneficiaries.

•

Weekly discussions and meetings were held with our
beneficiaries to discuss any problems, questions or fears
relating to the pandemic

•

All visits to the housing were suspended, an unfortunate
necessity.

•

Necessary shopping was done by our staff, based on the
individual preferences of the beneficiaries

•

Only 1 person was actually infected.

Activities were necessarily limited in the
sheltered accomodation to small groups
made up from the residents themselves

We did manage a 5 day break in the
mountains in the summer with the closed
group.

Vocational Day Centre
(Operating license LF/0008322)
55 People were benefiting on a daily basis but we were
forced to temporarily close in March because of Covid-19.
We are looking forward to reopening in 2021! In the
meantime, it has been used as a temporary command post
by the local authority for Covid prevention measures.
We managed to send people in small groups on short
breaks and miniexcursions into the mountains.

Day Centre Small Group Excursions - at least we managed to get a few people out and about!

Community program
This program has been running for more than 14 years
addressing the problems of families with children at risk.
Despite Covid-19, there were some 34 adults and children
involved this year.

Drop-In Program
Since 2003 this program has addressed the needs of
people with disabilities who were once in the
orphanage in Siret, but are now living in the
community.
12 adults have been using the service this year

3 December – International Day of the Disabled
If you receive this newsletter regularly, you'll know that every December the foundation organises a
march with local community groups to celebrate the International Day of the Disabled. This past
year was, of course an exception. Instead of marching, Thursday, 3 December 2020, saw us
particpating in a series of online events , all under under our usual banner “Egal e Normal”,
(anyway is normal), the 9th time we've particpated.

Community Relations
Suceava County Council – Department of social
assistance and child protection
Partnership agreement for Emmanual House, Suceava
Partnership agreement for houses in Siret

Chronic Pyschiatric Hospital SIRET
Contract covering free use of Neptune house in Siret
Program to develop residents of Neptune house
Program to use day centre facilities for Neptune house
residents – suspended due to Covid
Mayor's Office SIRET
Partner in Fundation's activities
Collaborations to identify and support people requiring
social assistance in Siret
Support of the Drop-in centre activities

New this year :

Department of Child Protection in BOTOSANI
(Botosani is a town about 30 miles to the east of Siret)
Assisting with the specific needs of people with disabilities in
the high dependency accommodation "St. Foca" in Botosani.
LATCU VODA Technical College and PETRU MUSAT
School SIRET
Collaboration in diverse social and community
programs

Our voluteers (necessarily thin on the ground
this year) - Father Carmil Fartade

It's the 30th anniversary of the ROMANIAN CHALLENGE APPEAL
here in Siret
In the past 30 years, the Romanian Challenge Appeal together with the O Nouă Viaţă Foundation
have mobilised a huge team of volunteers, with the original mission being nothing more complex
than improving the lives of the children in the old Siret orphanage. That has changed dramatically
and those 30 years have seen many projects succesfully de-institutionalising and changing lives
for the better.
As a physical meeting is impossible at this time, we have marked the occasion with an online
celebration with all our friends via our Facebook page, between 27th and 31st December

Our New Website
Despite all the problems,
we have managed to build
a completely new – as yet in
test - multilingual website
for the ONV foundation this
year – here's a sneak
preview of a page from the
English language side of the
site – past and current
volunteers may well
remember Ionica.
We're proud of the fact this
new website tells the story
of ONV and the Romanian
Challenge Appeal in a much
more accessible way than
we've ever managed before.
We hope to take this live in
the very near future!

We would like to thank from
the bottom of our hearts all our
supporters, donors, volunteers,
and everyone else who has
helped us during the year.
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The back page:
As you will have seen, this year has been extremely difficult for both our staff in Romania and
the beneficiaries. We'd particularly like to thank Adina, ONV's chief executive, who worked
tirelessly throughout year, even to only taking two days off work when she caught Covid with
the rest of her family. (Yes, she did isolate, but kept working the whole time)
We have real concerns about the long term mental damage done to many of the people in our
care by the continued lockdowns, and we know that the hoped for return to normality once
vaccination programs start to bite in 2021 will bring the need to dramatically increase
counseling and treatment within our community.

Should you wish to make a one-off donation,
we use Virgin Money Giving :
Simply go to our website - www.romanian-challenge.org, and click on the online donation link on the home page
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