Newsletter 2022
Covering the year 2021

Dear Friends,!
This time last year we were hoping that the vaccination program then just starting in the UK and Europe would
effectively neutralise the Covid pandemic and that we would be able to slowly begin to rebuild the work of the charity in
the summer months. Of course, we couldn't foresee the Omicron variant, nor the fact that most of the population in
Romania would refuse to be vaccinated. In the Siret area, only around 30% of adults are vaccinated, and although
vaccines are freely available, the majority will not accept them – including the staff employed by the state working in our
homes. We are not legally allowed to insist.
As a result, the situation is still very difficult, with repeated lockdowns and restrictions on daily life. Our trustee Nigel
managed to go over to Siret in September, and returned full of praise for the work of our own (fully vaccinated!) staff
there, still coping with endless paperwork and complications, who, working in small groups, had managed to take nearly
all of our beneficiaries off to the mountains for short breaks in the summer.
As always here, this newsletter is actually the annual newsletter of our Romanian charity in Siret "A New Life
Foundation" (Fundaţiă O Nouă Viaţă), usually just abbreviated to "ONV" . We simply translate and print it here. All
funds raised by the Romanian Challenge Appeal go to ONV.
We would like to wish all our supporters a happy, peaceful and above all, healthy 2022.
The Romanian Challenge Appeal Trustees

Sally, Anna, Brian & Nigel!
!
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The COVID-19 Pandemic has had a major impact on
the lives of disabled people, adding further to the
discrimination and other barriers stopping them
participating in society on an equal basis.
It has caused much disruption to daily life, and the
restrictions imposed by the authorities have been
particularly difficult for some of our beneficiaries,
on both a mental and physical level.

The Foundation's Mission
In the past year we concentrated on supporting our
beneficiaries in the on-going fight with Covid, to ensure that they
were always in a safe place and felt protected. The pandemic has
significantly altered the environment in which people with
disabilities live and develop, alterations which have affected
families, friends, daily routines and the community in general,
with negative consquences for their well – being, development
and protection.
In support of our beneficiaries we provided :
•

Information about safety measures and recommendations
about responsible social conduct, particularly for young
people.

•

Support with basic necessities – food and personal hygiene
products.

•

Assistance with access to social services, health and
education.

•

Counselling to cope with mental health problems brought
about by isolation and stimulation of communication.

-

Last but not least, outdoor social activities.

2021 in numbers:
• 39 people cared for in our houses in Siret
• 17 children with severe disabilities in Emanuel house Suceava
• 10 people living in our semi-independent apartments
• 15 people attending our drop-in program
• 30 adults and children in our community support program
• Renewal of social services operating licence for semi-independent
apartments.
• Renewal of social services operating licence for Day centre (now
operating again, albeit under Covid-19 restrictions)
• 2 people living independently in the community.

Sheltered Housing (Licensed accommodation )
• 10 people currently in program, including two married couples
• 3 people with employment at the Schweighofer timber factory
• 2 people employed at our old farm, Marsin SRL
• 1 person employed at the new Frontier Europe Hotel, on the border with the Ukraine
• 4 people are drawing disability pensions
We continued the measures brought in last year to provide
protection and biological security within the sheltered housing
project.
•

Staff training about infection prevention and
management of Covid-19 positive people.

•

Regular meetings to discuss the emergency regulations
and recommendations to prevent infection.

•

Daily checks were made on stocks of food, medicines,
disinfectant solution and the state of health of both staff
and beneficiaries.

•

Weekly discussions with beneficiaries to discuss any
problems, questions or fears relating to the pandemic

•

The suspension of visits to the housing was continued, as
required by local regulations.

•

In accordance with regulations, shopping was done by
our staff, based on the individual preferences of the
beneficiaries, again something we would strongly prefer
to be done by the benficiaries themselves.

Activities were again limited in the sheltered accomodation to
small groups made up from the residents themselves

We did organise 5 day mini-breaks
in the mountains in the summer for
small groups, so everyone managed
to get away for some time.

Day Centre for disabled adults
(Provisional operating license due to Covid-19)

We managed to send people in small
groups on short breaks and
miniexcursions into the mountains.

We've been running these services since 2008, and in 2017
moved into a new, dedicated building. If you are regular
reader of this newsletter, you'll know that that in 2020 the
centre was closed, and used as a local Covid responders
command post. In 2021, we reopened on a restricted basis
and some 50 disabled people are now using the facility,
particulary for open air activities.

A few more pictures of our Day Centre activities: visits, sport, games, open air parties and
socializing. Not ideal, but at least we achieved something in the difficult time.

Community program
This program has been running for more than 15 years
addressing the problems of families with children at
risk.
There were some 30 adults and children involved this
year, slightly fewer than last year.

Drop-In Program
Since 2003 this program has addressed the needs
of people with disabilities who were once in the
orphanage in Siret, but are now living in the
community.
10 adults have been using the service this year

3 December – International Day of the Disabled
If you receive this newsletter regularly, you'll know that every December the foundation organises a march
with local community groups to celebrate the International Day of the Disabled. In 2020, lockdown made
marching impossible, but we were back out on the street in 2021 under our usual banner “Egal e Normal”,
(anyway is normal), the 10th time we've particpated. Together with us were the Petru Mușat school, the Lațcu
Vodă high school, the mayor's office, the Child protection department from Suceava Council, the Orthodox
and Catholic churches in Siret, together with other foundations and organisations together with people from
the local community

Community Relations
Suceava County Council – Department of social assistance
and child protection
Partnership agreement for Emmanual House, Suceava
Partnership agreement for houses in Siret
Chronic Pyschiatric Hospital SIRET
Contract covering free use of Neptune house in Siret
Program to develop residents of Neptune house
Program to use day centre facilities for Neptune house
residents – reinstated after being suspended due to Coivd in
2020
Mayor's Office SIRET
Partner in Fundation's activities
Collaborations to identify and support people requiring
social assistance in Siret
Support of the Drop-in centre activities
Department of Child Protection in BOTOSANI
(Botosani is a town about 30 miles to the east of Siret)
Assisting with the specific needs of people with disabilities in
the high dependency accommodation "St. Foca" in Botosani.
LATCU VODA Technical College and PETRU MUSAT School,
SIRET
Collaboration in diverse social and community programs

Our voluteers (necessarily thin on the ground
this year) - Father Carmil Fartade

FONV in Action
Although Covid has had a huge effect on the day to day work we are doing, we are still have many
current projects. One such is "CRESC" (cresterea calitatii vietii persoanelor adulte cu dizabilitati "raising the quality of life for disabled adults"). This used students from the Petru Mușat school to
teach basic IT skills to our residents, using laptops and tablets provided as part of the project.
Classroom at the school where
the project is formally monitored – as
you can see from this very recent photo,
(January 2022), all students wear masks
in class

A teaching session

Christmas 2021
Despite all the problems, Father Christmas still managed to visit this year,
although he seems to be using a rather battered minibus to transport presents
rather than a sleigh!

We would like to thank from
the bottom of our hearts all our
supporters, donors, volunteers,
and everyone else who has
helped us during 2021. We
look forward to a better 2022!
FUNDAȚIA UMANITARĂ O NOUĂ VIAȚĂ
Strada UNIRII, Nr. 11, Siret, Suceava. Romania
Tel: 0230 280 075, Fax: 0230 280 175
E-mail: admin@fonv.org, www.fonv.org
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As you will have seen, the past two years have been extremely difficult for both our staff in
Romania and the beneficiaries. Once again, we can only thank all the ONV staff for their tireless
work in such circumstances.
Nearer to home, the pandemic has shown us that there really isn't a need anymore for a
physical office in the UK, and we are downsizing again, with all necessary files being moved to
our own houses. The good people at Avon house in Shirley will still answer the phone and
forward mail to us, (they've been doing this for the past couple of years anyway) so our address
and phone number won't change, with the advantage that they will always be able to find
someone to quickly return your call. This will save some £3000 per year, money which we
think you'll agree is far better spent supporting ONV's work in Siret, Suceava and Botosani.

Should you wish to make a one-off donation,
we use "Givey" :
Simply go to our website - www.romanian-challenge.org, and click on the online donation link on the home page
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